
C e l e b r a t i n g  51  Ye a r s  o f  P r e s e n t i n g  L i v e  F o l k  M u s i c  i n  V i c t o r i a !

The Victoria Folk Music Society acknowledges with respect and gratitude the Coast Salish People upon whose traditional territories we live, work, and play. 
We honour and give special thanks to the Lekwungen and Saanich Peoples: the Songhees, Esquimalt, Tsartlip, Pauquachin, Tsawout and Tseycum First Nations.

Folk Club:	 Every Sunday ~ Admission $8.00 
Friendship Hall (formerly Norway House), 1110 Hillside Avenue

Format:	 6:30 pm Impromptu Jam Session ~ newcomers welcome 
7:30 pm Open Stage ~ sign up with the Host to perform a 10-minute set 
8:45 pm Intermission ~ tea, coffee, and assorted goodies available 
9:00 pm The Feature ~ as shown below

Mail To:	 VFMS c/o 3483 Lovat Avenue, Victoria, B.C.  V8X 1T9
Website:	 victoriafolkmusic.ca

The Victoria Folk Newsletter

August 30 ~  Dublin2 with Martin Nolan
Bridging the gap between the east coast 
of Ireland and the east coast of Vancouver 
Island, between a song and its story, a tune 
and its tradition, comes a collaboration 
between three of the finest practitioners of 
their respective crafts!
Terry Boyle of Dublin, singer, guitar-
player, and song-writer, delves into his vast 
Celtic repertoire with a song or story for 
almost every occasion. Ceilidh Briscoe of 
Victoria, fiddler extraordinaire, is currently a 

member of the Victoria Symphony Orchestra 
and has performed around the globe with 
the world-renowned “Riverdance”. Martin 
Nolan, also from Dublin, is a much-travelled 
master of Irish (uilleann) pipes and whistles, 
in demand as both a recording artist and 
performer.
Together, they present a dynamic perform-
ance of songs and tunes in the style of an 
intimate kitchen concert.

August 23 ~ Morgan Hill
Born and raised in Mayfield, PEI, Morgan 
started writing songs at the age of eighteen 
in Charlottetown, sneaking out on college 
school nights to host and perform at open 
mics across the city. Wearing his love of 
music on his sleeve, Morgan took jobs to 
stay connected to the community including 
doorman where he was frequently invited 
on stage to provide backup vocals with live 
bands.

Today Morgan enjoys bringing people 
together with music, weaving stories 
through songs while sailing as crew on 
private vessels along the north Atlantic or 
in pubs at ports along the way. The genres 
he brings to the stage come from his East 
Coast roots: the Maritimes and Canadiana, 
as well as Folk, Country, and Rock. His 
influences include Ron Hynes, Stan Rogers, 
and Great Big Sea.

August 16 ~ “Victoria’s History Through Songs” with Kouskous
Kouskous is a World Folk Music duo fronted 
by one of VFMS’s favourite open stage 
performers, Gary Cohen. Gary brings his 
unique Mediterranean-inspired vocal and 
guitar stylings, while his partner, Amber 
Woods, adds percussion (Middle Eastern 
hand drum, tambourine, spoons) and the 
occasional vocal.
Kouskous’s repertoire is international 
and diverse, ranging from contemporary 
parodies to traditional Folk songs sung in 

their original languages including English, 
French, Ladino, and Greek. They are 
frequent favourites at local festivals.
Tonight, Kouskous presents songs that give 
an historical overview of the industries vital 
to B.C.’s development and events that took 
place in and around Victoria, such as the 
gold rushes, rum-running, coal mining, the 
railroad, the sea, and some juicy scandals.
Join us for the best and most fun history 
lesson!

August 02 ~ CLOSED for BC Day
August 09 ~ Terry Robb
Vancouver-born, Portland-based Bluesman 
Terry Robb is hailed as a Blues guitar 
virtuoso and one of the finest acoustic 
guitarists on the international scene. His 
talents as a finger-picker, singer, songwriter, 
arranger and producer have won praise in a 
wide variety of reviews.
Over the decades, Terry has shown himself 
to be a master of nearly every Blues style and 
technique imaginable. His original tunes 
draw on influences as varied as Country 

Blues to Coltrane, Ragtime to Hendrix, 
Americana to American Primitivism.
Terry’s new album, Howlin’ Waters, pays 
homage to two of the definitive pillars of the 
Blues, and while there are no actual covers 
of Wolf or Muddy, Terry expertly shows 
the unmistakable imprint and influence 
these giants (and Blues in general) have 
had on practically every genre of modern 
American music.

https://victoriafolkmusic.ca/


The Coffeehouse on Gabriola ~ Usually meets the last Friday of the 
month. Closed January & February. 6:30 pm Doors/Jam; 7:00 pm Open 
Stage; 8:30 pm Feature. The Agi Hall, 465 South Road, Gabriola Island. 
Admission 10.00 | Email colcog@shaw.ca

 
Cowichan Folk Guild ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(September–June), 7 pm, Duncan United Church, Duncan. 
Admission $10.00 ($5.00 CFG members). Phone 250-748-3975.

 
Deep Cove Folk ~ Meets the second Friday of the month 
(September–May) 7:30 pm, 10990 West Saanich Road. Admission $15.00 
Please lug a mug. | Phone 250-384-9419 or visit deepcovefolk.ca

 
Highlands Music Coffee House ~ Mostly: second Saturday of the 
month (March–December) 7:00 pm, 1589 Millstream Road, Highlands 
(CRD). Admission $10.00 | email zhinoos219@gmail.com

 
Nanaimo Folk Connection ~ Meets the third Friday of the month 
(September–June) 7:00 pm. Admission $10.00 | Phone 250-591-6883 
or email nanaimofolkconnection@gmail.com

 
Sooke Folk Coffeehouse ~ Meets the third Saturday of the 
month (September–June) 7:00 pm. Admission $10.00 | Holy Trinity 
United Church, 1962 Murray Road, Sooke (CRD). For more,  visit 
sookefolkmusicsociety.com or email sookefolkmusic@gmail.com

Folk Clubs and Coffeehouses on
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands
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…continued on Page 3…

FYI for readers of our PDF Newsletter: the blue words are hyperlinks!
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Folk Club Features On The Islands

Highlands Coffee House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            ~ Just for Fun~ 	  $10.00 
Saturday, Aug 15, 7 pm, Highlands (CRD). 778-678-2409

Coffeehouse on Gabriola . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        ~ Bijoux du Bayou ~ 	  $10.00 
Friday, Aug 28, 6:30 pm, Gabriola Island. 250-658-1478

Concerts, etc.
~ Threewheeler ~ Sat. Aug 01, 10 am–Noon 

Duncan Farmers Market, Market Square & Ingram Street, Duncan

~ Tower of Song ~ Sat. Aug 01, 7:30 pm, 
St. John’s United Church, 10990 West Saanich Road, Deep Cove (CRD)

~ Élise LeBlanc ~ Sun. Aug 02, 6:30 pm, 
The Mosaic Festival, 4418 Bedwell Harbour Road, Pender Island

~ Carla Olive ~ Mon. Aug 03, 6–10 pm, 
The Q Bar at the Empress Hotel, 721 Government Street, Victoria

~ Dave Harris & Friends ~ Tue. Aug 04, 5–8 pm, 
The Loft Pub, 229 Gorge Road East, Victoria

~ North Easton ~ Tue. Aug 04, 6–9 pm, 
The Treehouse Café, 106 Purvis Lane, Salt Spring Island

~ Woodstick ~ Wed. Aug 05, 2 pm, The Waterfront Gazebo, 
at Parksville Community Park, 193 Beachside Drive, Parksville

~ St. Cecilia ~ Wed. Aug 05, 8:30–11:30 pm, 
The Bard & Banker Bar and Grill, 1022 Government Street, Victoria

~ Gordon Oliphant ~ Thu. Aug 06, 2 pm, The Waterfront Gazebo, 
at Parksville Community Park, 193 Beachside Drive, Parksville

~ Pharis & Jason Romero ~  Thu. Aug 06, 7:30–10 pm, 
The Jam Factory, 319 Upper Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island

~ Claire Coupland & Jack Connolly ~ Fri. Aug 07, 5 pm, 
Ravenskill Orchards, 1240 Coats Drive, Gabriola Island

~ In Spite of Ourselves ~ Fri. Aug 07, 7:30 pm, 
Butchart Gardens, 800 Benvenuto Avenue, Brentwood Bay (CRD)

~ Zachary Stevenson ~ Sat. Aug 08, 2–5 pm, 
Waterwheel Park Bandshell, 3828 Croft Street, Chemainus

~ David Foster & Friends ~ Sat. Aug 08, 7:15–10:15 pm, 
The Inner Harbour, 580 Belleville Street, James Bay (CRD)

~ VFMS Feature: Open Mic • Terry Robb ~ Sun. Aug 09, 7:30–10  pm, 
Friendship Hall (Norway House), 1110 Hillside Avenue, Victoria

~ Harry Manx ~ Mon. Aug 10, 7:30–9:30 pm, 
Char’s Landing Hall & Hostel, 4815 Argyle Street, Port Alberni

~ Max Mackrill ~ Mon. Aug 10, 8:30–11:30 pm, 
The Bard & Banker Bar and Grill, 1022 Government Street, Victoria

~ Tune Up 2nd Tuesdays Open Mic with Helen Davies ~ Tue. Aug 11, 6 pm, 
Mile Zero Brewing, 4495 Happy Valley Road, Metchosin (CRD)

~ UJAM: Stella White & Ryan Oliver ~ Tue. Aug 11, 7 pm, 
The Phillip T. Young Hall, UVic MacLaurin Building, Ring Road, Oak Bay (CRD)

~ Robin Layne & the Rhythm Makers ~ Wed. Aug 12, 6:30–8:45 pm, 
The Coda, 751 View Street, Victoria

~ Jemma & the Good Thing ~ Thu. Aug 13, 7–9 pm, 
Gorge Harbour Marina Resort, 1374 Hunt Road, Whaletown, Cortes Island

~ Josh Carter • Wil&Co ~ Fri. Aug 14, 5:30–9:15 pm, 
The Nanoose Bay Café, 3521 Dolphin Drive, Nanoose Bay

~ HMCH: Just for Fun ~ Sat. Aug 15, 7 pm, 
Highlands Music Coffee House, 1589 Caleb Pike Road, Highlands (CRD)

~ Kye Goski Band: Album Release ~ Sat. Aug 15, 7:30 pm, 
The Little Red Church, 2182 Comox Avenue, Comox

~ VFMS Feature: Open Mic • Kouskous ~ Sun. Aug 16, 7:30–10  pm, 
Friendship Hall (Norway House), 1110 Hillside Avenue, Victoria

~ Morien Jones ~ Mon. Aug 17, 6–10 pm, 
The Q Bar at the Empress Hotel, 721 Government Street, Victoria

~ The Palace Band ~ Tue. Aug 18, 7–8:30 pm, 
Waterwheel Park Bandshell, 3828 Croft Street, Chemainus

~ Max Mackrill ~ Wed. Aug 19, 6–10 pm, 
The Q Bar at the Empress Hotel, 721 Government Street, Victoria

~ The Ecclestons ~ Wed. Aug 19, 7:30 pm, 
Butchart Gardens, 800 Benvenuto Avenue, Brentwood Bay (CRD)

~ Black Angus ~ Thu. Aug 20, 7:30 pm, 
Butchart Gardens, 800 Benvenuto Avenue, Brentwood Bay (CRD)

~ James Vickers Band ~ Fri. Aug 21, 6:30–8:30 pm, 
The Coda, 751 View Street, Victoria

~ Blue Rodeo ~ Fri. Aug 21, 7:30 pm, Parksville Community Park Outdoor Theatre, 
193 Island Highway East, Parksville CHANGED 

CHANGED

Folk’n Parking (Friendship Hall /Norway House) parking lot…
On Sunday nights, please remember that parking is:
• NOT allowed next door in the 

Sikh Temple lot, off Graham. 
You could be towed!

• NOT allowed right beside the 
hall as it is a designated fire lane. 
Ditto!

• reserved for Feature Performers 
with orange cones. Please 
leave lots of room.

• easier when you carpool.

• unrestricted on streets south of 
Hillside.

• allowed in the lot behind 
Monarch Furnishings, off Prior. 
Thanks, M o n a r c h ! !

• tricky on side-streets. Please 
respect ‘Residential Parking Only’ 
signs.

• easiest when you walk, bike, or 
take the bus!

Monarch Furnishings • 1120 Hillside Avenue
Tony Martin, Owner • monarchfurnishings.com

Admission to Sunday Folk Club ~ $8.00 — Free 16 & under. 
No charge for VFMS members, volunteers, and performers

Memberships ~ one year from date of purchase 
$85.00 Individual  $140.00 Family  $20.00 Newsletter Only

Contacts 
Membership/Mailing, General Info, Emergencies:  contact Carol Aileen 
at 250-475-1355 or email ������������������������  info@victoriafolkmusic.ca
Host Master General:  Nancy Taylor ������������������������������� 250-477-6844
Volunteer Coordinator:  Nancy Taylor ��������������������������� 250-477-6844

Feature Performer Bookings 
Patty Castle   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .               featurebooking.vfms@shaw.ca

Newsletter  Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  gillmor1@mac.com
To sign up for a free monthly VFMS Newsletter email subscription, visit 

victoriafolkmusic.ca/vfms_newsletter_subscribe.html

Our VFMS website: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    victoriafolkmusic.ca
Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                gillmor1@mac.com

Find us on Facebook: go to facebook.com/VictoriaFolkMusic

ISLANDFOLK
A Group Email List for Folk-Music Announcements, 

Questions, and Discussions 
islandfolk@victoriafolkmusic.ca

This list is intended to serve Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands, 
and surrounding areas.  Its primary purpose is to offer contact, 

communication, and coördination between performers, 
presenters, fans, and aficionados of folk music.  You must 

subscribe to be able to write emails to the list – Just follow the 
instructions on this webpage:

victoriafolkmusic.ca/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk_victoriafolkmusic.ca

The Victoria Folk Music Society
♬

VFMS Open-Stage Guidelines
All performances are limited to 10 minutes or less—
unless pre-arranged with the host.

Performers can play once per calendar month unless 
there are not enough musicians to fill the evening’s open 
stage.

Priority is always given to out-of-town visitors and 
musicians new to the Folk.

https://www.islandsfolkfestival.ca/coffeehouse
https://www.highlands.ca/323/Highlands-Music-Coffee-House
mailto:zhinoos219%40gmail.com?subject=Highlands%20Music%20Coffee%20House
mailto:sookefolkmusic%40gmail.com?subject=
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
mailto:featurebooking.vfms%40shaw.ca?subject=
mailto:gillmor1%40mac.com?subject=VFMS%20Newsletter
mailto:gillmor1%40mac.com?subject=VFMS%20website
https://www.facebook.com/VictoriaFolkMusic
mailto:islandfolk%40victoriafolkmusic.ca?subject=
https://victoriafolkmusic.ca/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk_victoriafolkmusic.ca


BC Fiddle Orchestra 
Folkestra  
Intro to Fiddle 
Joy of Life Choir  

vcm.bc.ca

Registration 
Open Now! 

♬ Our latest monthly VFMS webpage lists Live Music Events, mostly, on 
Vancouver Island and the adjacent islands — and I will be updating it 

throughout August 2026 as I find new information!  /rg
victoriafolkmusic.ca/LiveMusicEvents_Mostly_August-2026.html
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—for yourself, birthdays, 

occasions, or just being generous—

Victoria Folk Music 
Society Merchandise

~ Decals $2, $2.50 ~ Suitable for car windows, 
guitar cases, music stands…

~ Guest Passes $8 ~ Valid for one adult 
admission to our Sunday Evenings

~ Coffee Mugs $10 ~ with our classic Queen 
& Banjo or the 50th Anniversary edition

~ Tote Bags $15 ~ A classy light-weight bag 
for carrying your Folk- or non-Folk–stuff

~ Tee-Shirts $15–$35 ~ The ultimate fashion 
statement for the Folk aficionado

~ Gift Certificates ~ $85 Individual or $140 
Family ~ Good for an Annual Membership

All may be purchased on any Sunday 
Night at the Folk (at Friendship Hall 

formerly Norway House) 

~ Ed Peekeekoot ~ Sat. Aug 22, 10 am–Noon 
Duncan Farmers Market, Market Square & Ingram Street, Duncan

~ Nautical Song Circle, (upstairs) ~ Sat. Aug 22, 1:30–4 pm, 
The Bent Mast, 512 Simcoe Street, James Bay (CRD)

~ VFMS Feature: Open Mic • Morgan Hill ~ Sun. Aug 23, 7:30–10  pm, 
Friendship Hall (Norway House), 1110 Hillside Avenue, Victoria

~ Stephen Fearing ~ Sun. Aug 23, 7:30 pm, 
Butchart Gardens, 800 Benvenuto Avenue, Brentwood Bay (CRD)

~ Dustin Barden ~ Mon. Aug 24, 8:30–11:30 pm, 
The Irish Times Pub, 1200 Government Street, Victoria

~ Copper Canyon Band ~ Tue. Aug 25, 7–8:30 pm, 
Waterwheel Park Bandshell, 3828 Croft Street, Chemainus

~ Mitch Hahn & Graham Stark ~ Wed. Aug 26, 8:30–11:30 pm, 
The Irish Times Pub, 1200 Government Street, Victoria

~ The Revelers ~ Thu. Aug 27, 7:30 pm, 
Butchart Gardens, 800 Benvenuto Avenue, Brentwood Bay (CRD)

~ High Bar Gang ~ Fri. Aug 28, 6:45 pm, 
Butchart Gardens, 800 Benvenuto Avenue, Brentwood Bay (CRD)

~ COG Feature: Bijoux du Bayou ~ Fri. Aug 28, 7 pm, 
Coffeehouse on Gabriola, The Agi Hall, 465 South Road, Gabriola Island

~ Malakai · Ty Koch · Jen Drummond · Dusty Roads Duo · The Ranters ~ 
Saturday August 29, 2–8 pm, 
Chemainus Folk Music Festival, 9799 Waterwheel Crescent, Chemainus

~ Mark Crissinger ~ Sat. Aug 29, 6–8:30 pm, 
The Black Goose Inn, 1051 Resort Drive, Parksville

~ VFMS Feature: Open Mic • Dublin2+Martin Nolan ~ Sun. Aug 30, 7:30–10  pm, 
Friendship Hall (Norway House), 1110 Hillside Avenue, Victoria

August 2026 FESTIVALS, et cetera
June  26–August  03  The 39 Days of July, Duncan-BC
July 30–Aug 08  Hornby Island Music Festival, Hornby Island-BC
July 30–Aug 02  Sunfest Country Music Festival, Cowichan Lake-BC
July 31–Aug 02  Coombs Bluegrass Festival, Coombs-BC
July 31–Aug 02  The Filberg Festival, Comox-BC
July 31–Aug 02  The Mosaic Arts & Culture Festival, Pender Island-BC
Aug 01–02  Ladysmith Days Summer Festival, Ladysmith-BC
Aug 01–03  Comox Nautical Days Festival, Comox-BC
Aug 06–09  Nanaimo Blues Festival, Nanaimo-BC
Aug 07–09  Edge of the World Music Festival, Haida Gwaii-BC
Aug 07–08  Sooke Music & Arts Festival, Sooke-BC
August  08  Love Fest 2026, Linnaea Farm, Cortes Island-BC
Aug 14–17  Altitude Music Festival, Hope-BC
Aug 21–22  Blackberry Festival, Powell River-BC
Aug 22–23  North Island Music Festival, Port McNeil-BC
August  29  Country Roads Music Festival, Langford-BC
August  29  Chemainus Folk Music Festival, Chemainus-BC

VFMS Features coming in September 2026 to Friendship Hall:
Sep 06  06 Jeremy Frickinitz
Sep 13 Fraser Union
Sep 20 Bej Rowland
Sep 27 Community Concert

JAMS & OPEN MICS — Check with the venue for their schedule —
sunday 02, 09, 16, 23, 30
~ Sunday Country Jam ~ 2–6 pm, The Eagle Hall, 2965 Boys Road, Duncan
~ Sunday Afternoon Jam ~ 3–7 pm, The Loft Pub, 229 Gorge Road East, Victoria
~ The FBI Sunday Jam ~ 4:30–7:30 pm, 

The Fanny Bay Inn, 7480 Island Highway South, Fanny Bay
~ Sunday Kitchen Party Jam ~ 7–11 pm, Christie’s Pub, 1739 Fort Street, Victoria
~ Sunday Bluegrass Jam ~ 7 pm–midnight, 

The Cumberland Hotel, 2714 Dunsmuir Avenue, Cumberland

monday Jul 03, 10, 17, 24, 31
~ Old-Time Music Jam ~ 6:30–8:30 pm, 

The Spiral Café, 418 Craigflower Road, Vic West (CRD)

wednesday Jul 05, 12, 19, 26
~ Wednesday Jam ~ 6–9 pm, The Loft Pub, 229 Gorge Road East, Victoria

thursday Jul 06, 13, 20, 27
~ The Big Open Mic ~ 6:30–8:30 pm, The Spiral Café, 418 Craigflower Road, Vic West (CRD)
~ Open Mic Thursday ~ 7:30–10:30 pm, 

The Loghouse Pub, 2323 Millstream Avenue, Victoria

plus 7 linked webpages (one for each day of the week)—
listing Open Jams, Open Mics & Open Sessions 

on Vancouver Island & the adjacent BC islands—
victoriafolkmusic.ca/Sundays-Open-LMEs-Vancouver-Island.html

Notes ~

https://www.victoriafolkmusic.ca/LiveMusicEvents_Mostly_August-2026.html
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
https://www.victoriafolkmusic.ca/Sundays-Open-LMEs-Vancouver-Island.html
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CLOSED f o r 
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Élise LeBlanc 
(Pender Island—see p. 2)

3
Malakai 

(39 Days of July)

Carla Olive 
(Victoria—see p. 2)

4
Dave Harris 

& Friends 
(Victoria—see p. 2)

North Easton 
(Salt Spring Island—p. 2)

5
Woodstick 

(Parksville—see p. 2)

St. Cecilia 
(Victoria—see p. 2)

6
Gordon Oliphant 

(Parksville—see p. 2)

Pharis & Jason 
Romero 

(Salt Spring Island—p. 2)

7
Claire Coupland & 

Jack Connolly 
(Gabriola Island—see p. 2)

In Spite of Ourselves 
(Brentwood Bay—see p. 2)

8
Zachary Stevenson 

(Chemainus—see p. 2)

David Foster & 
Friends 

(James Bay—see p. 2)

– 4 –

 
V FM S   Fe a t u r e :

 30
Dublin2  with 
Martin Nolan

 
31

Notes ~
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Stella White & 
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14
Josh Carter • Wil&Co 
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15
Highlands Coffee House 

Just for Fun 
7 pm—(see p. 2)

Kye Goski Band 
(Comox—see p. 2)
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Kouskous

17
Morien Jones 
(Victoria—see p. 2)

18
The Palace Band 
(Chemainus—see p. 2)

19
Max Mackrill 
(Victoria—see p. 2)

The Ecclestons 
(Brentwood Bay—see p. 2)

20
Black Angus 

(Brentwood Bay—p. 2)

21
James Vickers Band 

(Victoria—see p. 2)

Blue Rodeo 
(Victoria—see p. 2)

22
Nautical Song Circle 

(James Bay—see p. 2)

Ed Peekeekoot 
(Duncan—see p. 3)
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Morgan Hill

Stephen Fearing 
(Brentwood Bay—see p. 3)

24
Dustin Barden 
(Victoria—see p. 3)

25
Copper Canyon Band 

(Chemainus—see p. 3)

26
Mitch Hahn & 
Graham Stark 
(Victoria—see p. 3)

27
The Revelers 

(Brentwood Bay—p. 3)

28
Coffeehouse on Gabriola 
Bijoux du Bayou 

(see p. 2)

High Bar Gang 
(Brentwood Bay—see p. 3)

29
Chemainus Folk 

Music Festival 
(Chemainus—see p. 3)

Mark Crissinger 
(Parksville—see p. 3)

VFMS 
Biz Meeting! 

2:30 pm
3483 Lovat Avenue 

250-475-1355

and at The Folk on September 06:   Jeremy Frickinitz

Notes ~ 1
Tower of Song  
(Deep Cove—see p. 2)

Threewheeler 
(Duncan—see p. 2)

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday•• • • • •

Performer Guidelines (How to please our audience!)
Welcome to the Victoria Folk Music Society’s weekly gathering! We 
hope you enjoy playing here—so here’s a bit of performance advice 
on what works best for our club. Some of the suggestions may seem 
obvious, while others may not have occurred to you before.
1.	 Please be considerate and don’t go overtime. There is a ten-

minute limit for open-stage sets and ten minutes goes by fast—
especially if you’re tuning up, and talking about yourself and 
your music, as well as playing! Pace yourself accordingly, which 
means you’ve probably got time for two songs unless they’re 
particularly short ones. When in doubt, check with the host.

2.	 Perform to be heard. The acoustics are great in this hall, but you 
still need to project so that the people at the back can hear you. 
Consider standing up while you perform; otherwise, your sound 
may not get much beyond the first row. Remember that folk-song 
lyrics are at least as important as the music. If you’re singing and 

playing, especially in a group, you may need to sing louder and/or 
play softer to ensure that your words are heard by all.

3.	 Present well-practiced material. The Folk Club is an excellent 
place to try out new material with a receptive audience, but it’s 
not the place to “fake it till you make it”! Please respect yourself 
and your audience enough to practice your material before you 
perform.

4.	 Consider playing a cover song with a chorus in your set, 
especially one that’s well-known. Our audience loves to sing 
along! If the song isn’t well-known, prompt us the first time so 
we know when and what to sing.

5.	 Plan to stay and listen to others play. It’s a great way to meet 
people and also to pick up new material and performance ideas.

6.	 Have fun and we hope to see you again! If you’d like some 
feedback on your performance, please feel free to ask.

Available as a downloadable PDF: victoriafolkmusic.ca/pdf/VFMS_Performer_Guidelines.pdf

http://www.victoriafolkmusic.ca/pdf/VFMS_Performer_Guidelines.pdf
Ron Gillmore


